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 Minimum of 10 people in most classes in order for it to run. (So please     

register EARLY if you are interested!) 

 Most courses have an enrollment cap. Registration is on a first-come, first-

served basis. 

 Participants will be notified via email should a course be cancelled one week 

prior due to low enrollment when possible.   

 All workshops are provided to EPS staff  FREE of charge. 

 Courses are also FREE and credits are reimbursed per current contracts.  

 All course materials (texts, etc.) are the responsibility of the staff member. 

 PDPs will be issued in increments of ten or more to educators who apply 

through the Assistant Superintendent’s Office when graduate credits are not 
available. Current procedures for the issuance of PDPs will apply for all 

courses per MA DESE guidelines.  

 If credit is received, a certificate from EPS is not issued; the transcript is 
accepted by DESE. Each graduate credit is worth 22.5 PDPs. (ie: a 3-credit 

graduate course would be worth 67.5 PDPs). 
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PLEASE SEE IMPORTANT  
REGISTRATION INFORMATION FOR 

ALL SESSIONS ON COVER PAGE  
 

 

As you know, our focus this year is 

about clear and professional 
communication.  

We look forward to providing you with 

more opportunities to engage in 
collaborative experiences through 

courses, workshops, and informal 

sessions as well. 
Please let us know what you like (and 

what you don’t!)  

We will continue to strive toward 
offering you all the supports you need in 

all areas that you need them. 
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The 43rd NRT Harvest Fair  

Sunday, October 2, 2016 

10 am - 4 pm 

 
The NRT's Harvest and Craft Fair is the NRT's la rgest fundraiser of the year. All 

proceeds from the fair are used to directly support the operation of Sheep Pas-

ture's anima l areas, tra ils, and conservation property, as well as other activities 

that support the  mission of the NRT. 

 

Admission to the 2016 Harvest Fair: 

Adults $7 

NRT Members $5 

Seniors (65+) $5, Children 5-17 $5, Children under 5 Free 

All admission funds directly support the operations of the NRT throughout the 

year. 

 

Some highlights of the fair in 2016 will include: 

 Chainsaw carving by Dave Conklin  

 Over 60 juried crafters and local art isans  

 Musical guests 

 Fabulous food from the Farmers Daughter, Tasteful Adventures, and the 

NRT 

 Family fun, including face painting, pony rides, and pumpkin decorating 

 Children's play area, including free outdoor toddler games  

 Meet the alpacas from Kave Rock Alpacas 

 Visit the Easton Garden Club's flower show in the Stable Barn  

 Meet volunteers from local non-profits to learn about the good work they 

are doing in the community 

 More fun for the whole family!  

  
http://www.nrtofeaston.org/ 
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NEW PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
SPACE 

 

We are utilizing 
a new, larger, 

more flexible 
space for  

professional  

development  
starting this 

year. As you 
can see, it is 

already being put to good use! It is still located in RO, but it 

is upstairs across from the library. Just walk up the center 
staircase, make a sharp right, and walk straight ahead! 

 

From the MA Department of  
Elementary and Secondary 

Education   
 

New Resource: Free Online Courses on Inclusive Practice 
 

We know you're lifelong learners, and we know that every class pre-
sents different challenges. The Department has sponsored two free 
online courses, Foundations for Inclusive Practice: Educator and 
Foundations for Inclusive Practice: Administrator, to help edu-
cators be more effective in inclusive settings. These courses are self-

paced and are one way to earn the 15 professional development points 
in "effective schooling for students with disabilities and instruction of 

students with diverse learning styles" that are required to renew a pro-
fessional license. 

Date and Time: Online; self-paced. To be completed by November 30, 2016 

Must Register with Julie by October 21, 2016 

Location: Online 

Recommended Participants: All staff 
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Description: Writing SMART goals when you are unsure 

about how to write SMART goals can be a nightmare. 

However, knowing how to write one well can help us 

focus our energ ies and resources, get us the support we 

need, and allow us to be our very best. Come to this 

workshop with ideas and questions. We will start with a 

brief review of how they are constructed (and WHY we 

do them!) Then we will take the time to work on our own. Everyone can leave 

with their SMART goal d rafts DONE! October 1st is our first chance to run the 

goals by our evaluators for rev iew and input. Final drafts are due on October 

15th. Get a jump on all of this by drafting your goals, with assistance, at this 

workshop. 

Instructor: Lisha Cabral  

Date & Time: Thursday, September 29, 2016 (see time choices below) 

Grades 6-12: 2:45 - 3:45pm OR Grades Pk-5: 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Must Register with Julie by September 23, 2015 

Location: PD room at RO  

Recommended Participants: ANYONE writing SMART goals (including 

teachers, specialists, support staff, administrators) 

Writing SMART Goals 

Upcoming PD day—November 8th 
 

Please watch for the PD calendar that will be sent to all staff  
regarding the PD day on Nov. 8th. Each department will have  

sessions related to their current projects and goals. Curriculum 
Leaders and Department Chairs will be facilitating most offerings 

by grade and department. 
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Feature Presentation - Dr. Ruth Potee 
What Every Parent Must 
Know About Tween/Teen 

Brain Development 

Description: Dr. Potee is back in high demand 

after successfully presenting in Easton last year. 

She will discuss teen brain development, its 
impact on risk-taking behavior, including 
the use of drugs and alcohol, and what this 
means for parents of teens. Come learn 

more about what parents and the commu-
nity can do to keep our teens safer, health-

ier and substance-free through the middle 
and high school years. Dr. Potee practices family medicine in Greenfield 

and was honored by the Franklin District Medical Society as the 2015 
Community Clinician of the Year. She is Chair of the Healthcare Solu-
tions Opioid Task Force of Franklin County and has addressed profes-
sional and community audiences on related topics throughout the state.  
Date & Time: Tuesday, October 4th 7pm  
No registration necessary 
Location: OAHS Auditorium 

Recommended Participants: ALL interested staff  

FALL 2016 
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Building a Foundation for Implementing the 
2016 MA Science and Technology/Engineering 

Standards 

 

Description: During this workshop, educators from the Museum Institute for 

Teaching Science (MITS) and the Massachusetts Science Education Leadership 

Assoc iation (MSELA) will highlight key features of the 2016 MA Frameworks for 

Science and Technology/Engineering (STE). We will examine aspects of the 

Frameworks that are essentia l to a smooth and effective transit ion to the new 

STE standards. We will: 

      Compare the 2016 Standards with the 2006 Standards and discuss 

 classroom implications 

       Examine the K-12 progressions of content and science/engineering  

 practices that are central to the 2016 STE Framework 

       Explore the progression of the Discip linary Core Ideas f rom K-12 and 

 how this impacts implementing the revised STE Standards into your 

 school dist rict’s curriculum 

       Investigate  Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) Cross-Cutting 

 Concepts in the MA STE Standards 

Explore answers to questions like: 

 What are the key differences between the 2006 and 2016 STE standards? 

 What should classroom instruction look like when educators implement 

the 2016 STE standards? 

 What do the progressions or core ideas, practices, and cross-cutting con-

cepts look like? 

 How have other MA schools and districts begun to implement the 2016 

STE standards?  

Date and Time: Thursday, November 10, 2016 8:00am-12:00pm and bring 

your own lunch networking session 12:00-1:00pm 

Must Register with Julie by October 21, 2016 

Location: Mass. Audubon Broad Meadow Brook Wildlife Sanctuary, 414 Mas-

sa soit Rd, Worcester  

Recommended Participants: Curriculum Leaders, school administrators, 

interested teachers (Pk-12) 

http://mits.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/DSCN1958.jpg
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Open Gym hours at EMS 

for ALL staff 

Having a hard time fitting in exercise because it is too expensive, too 
far, or too daunting to join a gym? All of the above are solved!  
 

Come to the Easton Middle School weight room any 
time between 3:30pm and 5:00pm, Monday - Thursday 

Bring a friend and a water bottle and work out before heading home. 
The weight room is supervised until 4:00pm if you would like some 
guidance on the use of the machines. No matter your age, fitness level, 

or time available, there is something for you (for FREE!): 
 

Treadmills  Ellipticals  Free weights 
Stationary bikes  Power racks  Cable machines 
 

Full circuit of Life Fitness machines (specially designed for ease of use!!)  

What’s coming up in EU? 
Math centers and activities (Pk-6) 

What’s Next in Pk-2 and 3-5 Literacy? (separate offerings)  
CPR  certification and recertification  

Social Emotional Learning 
Building Resiliency in Children and Adolescents  

Having a Growth Mindset 
Differentiating Instruction 
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Description: Teaching students with disabilities is a rewarding challenge, 

and this course gives you the tools you'll need to succeed .  No matter what 

grade you teach—from preschool through high school—you'll learn power-

ful strategies you can put to work immediately in your classroom. In addi-

tion, you'll gain the knowledge you need to understand and cope with the 

most common disabilities you'll encounter in this teacher-led online course. 

 You'll start by putting yourself in the shoes of students with spe-

cial needs as you explore a wide variety of disabilities ranging from autism 

spectrum disorder to cerebral palsy. Simulations and real-life stories will 

give you a firsthand look at what it's like to be a learner with special needs, 

and you'll see how common disabilit ies affect classroom behavior and learn-

ing. 

 Then 

comes the best 

part: solutions! In 

each lesson, you'll 

find dozens of tips 

for fostering the 

reading, writing, and 

math skills of stu-

dents with special 

needs. In addition, you'll master techniques for helping these learners be-

have appropriately and make f riends in your classroom. You'll also get the 

inside story on Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) and transition 

plans, and you'll learn the most effective ways to collaborate with parents 

and professionals. 

 By the end of this course, you'll feel confident in your ability to 

help any student who comes through your door. You'll a lso discover that 

while the challenges can be big, when you're teaching students with disabili-

ties, the victories are big as well.  

Contact Lynn Souza for a detailed course syllabus 

 

Instructor: Sara Hardin 

Date(s) and Time(s): Begins October 12th (6 weeks, self-paced) 

Must register with Julie by October 3, 2016 (ENROLL EARLY—

LIMITED SPOTS) 

Credit: 24 Special Education PDPs (Counts toward new DESE require-

ment for those re-certifying after July 2016) 

Recommended Participants: ALL PK-12 teachers, specialists, adminis-

trators 

 

ONLINE PDPs! Empowering  
Students with Disabilities  
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PILATES  
taught by Alexandra Van Buren, OAHS  

Description: Do you want to strengthen and lengthen your mus-

cles? Pilates is a total body workout for all abilities that will strengthen 
your core muscles, arms and legs! Pilates will challenge you at any 

fitness level. Please wear comfortable clothing and bring a yoga mat.  
Date(s) & Time(s): Tuesdays 10/11, 10/18, 10/25, 11/1, then 11/15, 11/22 

from 3:30pm-4:30pm  

Location: OAHS Dance Studio (across from auditorium) 

Must register with Julie by Tuesday,  October 4th 

Recommended Participants: ALL interested staff 
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 Join Kristine Mraz and Christine Hertz for a three-part webinar se-

ries on building classroom communities of joyful growth! Co-authors and class-

room teachers, Christine and Kristi have been thinking deeply about how our 

classrooms today can reflect the world of tomorrow, and now you have a 

chance to think with them. The first part of this webinar series will explore the 

nuts and bolts of setting up classroom ecosystems of joyful growth. The sec-

ond part will delve into some of the fascinating brain science that supports 

teaching pro-social skills and strategies for cultivating growth mindsets— in 

students and teachers, alike! The final part of this webinar will focus on how 

teachers can seamlessly weave this important work into their already jam-

packed days. Participants will have a chance to share their stories right along-

side Christine and Kristi, as well as ask questions of the authors. 

The following is a description of the learning objectives to be met 

within each session of this series: 

Session 1: Participants will learn how to lay the foundation for joyful, playful, 

and responsive physical and emotional c lassroom learning environments. 

Session 2: Participants will deepen their understanding of how to cultivate 

growth-oriented classroom community and how a constellation of stances 

(optimism, f lexibility, persistence, resilience, and empathy) can support this 

work. 

Session 3: Participants will learn how to weave specif ic strategies such as self-

talk, storytelling, goal setting and reflection into their existing teaching prac-

tices. 

 

Instructor: Kristi Mraz and Christine Hertz 

Date(s) and Time(s): 4:00-5:30pm, Thursdays, October 13, 20, and 27 

Must register with Julie by October 3, 2016  

Location: PD room (second floor at RO) 

Recommended Participants: ALL PK-5 staff 

A Mindset for Learning: Teaching the Traits 
of Joyful, Independent Growth  

First grade teacher 

(Vermont), adjust  

instructor, and author, 

Christine Hertz (left) and 

Kindergarten teacher 

(NYC) and author, Kris-

tie Mraz (right) 
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Halloween Celestial Origins  
What do you associate with Halloween? Trick-or-Treating,, cos-
tumes… astronomy? After all, Halloween is an astronomical holiday! 
Learn the history of Halloween and how it fits into the seasons as a 

“cross-quarter day.” We will also explore the night sky and learn what 
planets, constellations, and stars will be out on your Halloween eve-

ning. Come along on a journey of exploration into the origins of this 
magnificent and often misunderstood holiday. Take home a Star Map 

and explore the heavens from your own backyard. No matter what the 
weather is outside, the stars always shine in Weymouth’s community 
planetarium.  

Date and Time: Thursday, October 13, 2016 – 6:30 p.m. Saturday, 
October 15, 2016 – 2:00 p.m.  

Location: Weymouth’s Community Planetarium, The Commander 
Randall T. Boyd Jr. Planetarium at Weymouth High School, One Wild-
cat Way, South Weymouth, MA 02190 (Enter through the Gold Build-
ing's main door located under the silver arches by the flag pole.)  
Recommended participants: This presentation is recommended for 
ages 5+ 

Admission: $5.00/adult and $3.00/child under 12 Admissions will be 
collected at the door. Cash only, please.  

Must register: Email Anne.Kanies@weymouthschools.org Include the 
date you have selected to attend, your name, the number of adults 

attending, and the number of children attending. Your confirmation 
number will be delivered via e-mail.  
Please note; 
Seating is limited 

to 67 individuals 
per event, so 

your registration 
is important. You 

cannot be admit-
ted without be-

ing registered. 
Seating is deter-
mined on a first 
come, first 

served basis.  

P age  1 0  
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 This spring, the Easton Public Schools participated in a school 
supply drive to benefit School on Wheels which provides tutoring ser-
vices and school supplies to children in need. EPS then partnered with 

the Togetherhood Team of the Easton YMCA to sort, count, and stack 
materials and stuff backpacks. This collaborative effort resulted in the 

LARGEST supply drive in the 12 year history of School on Wheels! 
Thanks to your donations and those of our wonderful Easton families, 

an extra 200 stocked backpacks were able to be distributed, and many 
more supplies are ready for use! 
 This was the second project of the Togetherhood partnership. 
The first was an equally successful day working at the Easton Food Pan-
try. Contact Julie if you and/or your students or family (including chil-
dren) would like more information about these community service op-

portunity in the future. The planning for the fall project starts this 
month.  
 

 Are you looking for a way to give back to your community 

but are tight on time or ideas?  

 Would you like to engage in a fun and rewarding activity? 

 Do you want to teach your children about community ser-

vice? 

Togetherhood is for you! 

 
 

 

 

Thank You! 
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SEI endorsement update 
 

ATTENTION: The no-cost SEI endorsement course is NO longer being 
offered by DESE. There is ONE last course being offered in Easton in 
the spring, but the state is only allowing those educators who are on 

their waiting list to attend. Please contact DESE at  

http://www.doe.mass.edu/contact/qanda.aspx?orgcode=retell  
if you do not know whether or not you are on this list or if you have 

any questions. 
 

HOWEVER… 
There are some “for cost” options available for educators . 
We will try to update you on local courses as they come up, 
but you can also refer to the DESE site for these options at: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/retell/For-Cost.html 
 

We anticipate an offering to run in Franklin from February to 
April. If you are interested, please see this information on the 

next page for your planning purposes. Registration will be 
done through the Winter Easton University brochure. 

 

This course has five, 3-hour sessions for a total of 15 hours 
 

Instructor: Laurie Sullivan  

Dates:  Monday, October 3rd, Session 1: Introduction, Law & SEI,  

  Considerations for ELLs 

 Monday, October 17th, Session 2: Vocabulary & Discourse 

 Monday, October 24th, Session 3: Reading 

 Monday, October 31st, Session 4: Writ ing 

 Monday, November 7th Session 5: Integration  

Time: Mondays from 4 to 7 pm  

Must Register with Julie by September 22, 2015 

Location: Bi-County Collaborative Central Office Board Room - 397 East Central 

Street, Franklin, MA 02038 
Recommended Participants: Any administ rator in need of SEI endorsement 

ADMINISTRATOR  
Endorsement Course 

 

 

Who is responsible for obtaining ESI  
Endorsement and when? 
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Description: This for-cost course is expected to be offered in the winter ses-

sion. Please check the winter Easton University brochure for reg istration informa-

tion. We are provid ing these dates now for your planning purposes if you are 

interested in enrolling. If the course does not run for any reason we will look to 

provide an alternative. 

Instructor: Laurie Sullivan  

Date & Time: 3:00-6:00pm  

 Tuesdays, Jan. 17, 24, 31, Feb. 7, 14, 28, Mar. 7, 14, 21, 28, Apr. 4, 11 

 Make up dates (if necessary): Apr. 5, 12, 13, or 15 

 Capstone projects: May 1, 2, 3, or 4 

Registration information will be provided in 

the Winter Easton University brochure  

Location: Bi-County Collaborative Central Office 

Board Room - 397 East Central Street, Franklin, MA 
02038 
Recommended Participants: Any core content 

teacher (see below) in need of SEI endorsement who 

has an ELL student assigned to their roster 

TEACHER Endorsement Course 

All core academic teachers and the administrators who will be directly observ ing 

them are required to obtain endorsement. Accord ing to DESE, “A core academic 

teacher includes ‘[f]or purposes of sheltered English immersion instruction, 
early childhood and elementary teachers, teachers of students with moder-

ate disabilities, teachers of severe disabilities, and teachers of the following 
academic subjects: English, reading or language arts, mathematics, science, 
civics and government, economics, history, and geography.’” For accurate 
information regarding Endorsement, please visit: http://www.doe.mass.edu/

retell/ See the chart below for required dates of completion. EPS is in “Cohort 2.”  


